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terfield's The Origins of Modern
Science, Greene's The Death of Adam.
and L. Barnetts The Universe and Dr.
Einstein. The direction is obvious.
Scientists as individuals and as groups
have recognized the historical field of
inquiry can provide illumination in
the pursuit of scientific knowledge.
This culminates a natural development. For human consciousness
does presuppose a historical sense of
progression- in the sense of change as
opposed to development toward some
known goal. Moreover, historians
have developed the conceptual tools
necessary for dealing with such problems. While the idea may appear
novel to some, it should not; for the
study of science like the study of man
must in the last analysis recognize
that science is historical. It developed
in time, in response to negative and
positive conditions. It has changed,
developed, and reached its present
state of consciousness as a creative
act within a historical context.
Science, indeed, is historical.
The implications of the historical
dimension for the secondary school
curriculum demand the development
of new materials and procedures for
instruction. The absence of materials
designed to be read and utilized by
the regular high school students of

today begins to spell the boundaries
of the problem. During the Spring of
1966, the University High School departments of Science and Social Studies have delimited four major nine
week units in the study of science as
a cultural phenomenon which has not
only been a cultural agent but an
agent which has interacted with other
aspects of the human culture. The
four units, one for each nine weeks,
which will constitute the course have
now been identified. The school year
(1966-67) will witness the effort to
develop teaching units and to evaluate the effectiveness of a course in
the history of science in providing
students of science and culture with
an understanding of this basic interaction- an interaction which contains
within itself the potential of creativity. Funded by the U.S. Office of Education the four units are: 1) Science
and Politics in Interaction in Antiquity: An Age of Philosophy; 2) Science
and Political Theory at the Birth of
Modern Europe; the Achievement of
Pragmatic Synthesis; 3) Science and
Politics in a Historical Setting: Social
Darwinism in 19th Century America;
and 4) Science and Politics: In Myth
and Reality. There is some justice in
the fact that these units of study
represent a struggle to be creative.
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